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The Cleveland Museum of Art offers 
film enthusiasts an array of classic Czech movies 
in series ““Czech Modernism’’ 


35mm prints from the National Film Archive in Prague 
highlight survey of Czech filmmaking from 1929 - 1949 


CLEVELAND (May 29, 2007) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) invites film enthusiasts to 


experience classic Czech cinema during the series “Czech Modernism” June 6-22 at CMA. 


WHAT: “Czech Modernism” — Seven film classics made in Czechoslovakia during 


the 1920s, 1930s and 1940s 
WHEN: June 6-22, 2007 


WHERE: The Lecture Hall of the Cleveland Museum of Art, 
11150 East Boulevard in University Circle 


TICKETS: Each program $8; CMA members $6; seniors 65 & over $5; students $4, 
or one Panorama voucher. Tickets available in advance at the Museum Box Office 


and online at www.clevelandart.org 





Seven Czech classics, shown in 35mm archival prints, made during the 1920s, 1930s and 1940s are 
spotlighted in this special series from the National Film Archive in Prague. Ranging from silent melodramas 
and socialist comedies to pastoral dramas and the cinema’s first Holocaust film, these visually stunning works 
showcase the avant-garde tendencies in the art and movies of their era — fast cutting, expressionistic lighting 
and cinematography, jazzy music, Dada and surrealism. 

“These are beautiful, innovative films that will wow moviegoers who see them,” John Ewing, CMA’s 
associate director for film said. “When they played New York last fall, Jim Hoberman in The Village Voice 
called them ‘some of the best movies you’ ve never heard of...world class cinema.’ I agree.” 


--more-- 


Pg. 2 Czech Modernism 
Films being shown at The Cleveland Museum of Art: 


The Distant Journey 

Wednesday, June 6, 7:00 pm 

(Czechoslovakia, 1949, b&w, subtitles, 35mm, 103 min.) directed by Alfred Radok. This virtuosic, 
virtually unknown masterpiece may be the first dramatized movie made about the Holocaust. Mixing 
newsreels with expressionist reenactments, the film chronicles the deportation of Czech Jews to the 
Terezin concentration camp. 


The Kreutzer Sonata 

Friday, June 8, 7:00 pm 

(Czechoslovakia, 1926, b&w, silent with Czech intertitles and live translation, 35mm, 95 min.) 
directed by Gustav Machaty. The first film from the director of Ecstasy is an expressionistic study of 
hypocrisy (based on a Tolstoy novel) in which a wealthy man murders his wife. Machaty worked with 
Griffith and von Stroheim in Hollywood prior directing this drama. Composer and Kent State 


University music professor Sebastian Birch will provide live piano accompaniment. 


The River 

Wednesday, June 13, 7:00 pm 

(Czechoslovakia, 1933, b&w, subtitles, 35mm, 88 min.) directed by Josef Rovensky. Acclaimed at the 
1934 Venice Film Festival, this beautiful and moving melodrama tells of a village boy’s love for a 
poor country girl. The film’s lyrical cinematography and measured pace virtually defined the Czech 
pastoral aesthetic. 


Heave Ho! 

Friday, June 15, 7:00 pm 

(Czechoslovakia, 1934, b&w, subtitles, 35mm, 87 min.) directed by Martin Fric, with Jiri Voskovec 
and Jan Werich. Dada and American slapstick stand shoulder to shoulder in this celebrated, 
Depression-era fantasy from the popular comic duo of Voskovec & Werich. It’s a left-leaning satire in 
which an unemployed worker and a bankrupt industrialist unite to outwit a corrupt Fat Cat. 


Double Feature! 

Wednesday, June 20, 6:15 pm 

On the Sunny Side (Czechoslovakia, 1933, b&w, subtitles, 35mm, 76 min.) & Faithless Marijka 
(Czechoslovakia, 1934, b&w, subtitles, 35mm, 76 min.). Two films directed by avant-garde Czech 
writer Vladislav Van¢ura. The first is a bold, jazzy, visually striking work about runaway children in 
an experimental reform school. The second tells of a woodcutter who abandons his unfaithful wife for 
a rugged life in the wild Carpathian mountains. 


Such Is Life 

Friday, June 22, 7:00 pm 

(Czechoslovakia, 1929, b&w, silent with recorded music, 35mm, 73 min.) directed by Carl Junghans. 
This realistic drama about a Prague washerwoman, her philandering husband, and her pregnant 
daughter is a silent film told with almost no intertitles. It’s also a lyrical masterpiece of world cinema. 


--more-- 


Pg. 3 Czech Modernism 


“Czech Modernism” was produced and co-curated by Irena Kovarova for BAMcinematek and the 
National Gallery of Art. Film prints provided by the National Film Archive, Prague. Additional support 


provided by the Czech Center New York. Preview screeners available. 


The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. The Cleveland Museum of Art receives 
operating support from the Ohio Arts Council through state tax dollars to encourage economic growth, 
educational excellence and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans. For more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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